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10 let be we G86 ald Father = ar Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his abundant 


Mercy, hath begotten, us again, unto a lively 
Hape, by ee 27 Fink n 
- from the ond. E 


0 905 th duly odnicing, aud ps ins Day 
 perorefieftions on that mournful diſpenſation, 
| I by: Which this Sogiety is deprived of one of 4 its 
| artards ornameuts and moſt uſeſul inſtructors, would in» 
dicate a want of teſpect to the Memory of the Honorable 
Doctor WINTHROP, and aun date don r eee 

| ion of 8 2 ers: bt 8 5 1 N 
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Door Wau on is here no mare | Rae has ut 
a period to all the philolgphical diſquiſmions o 145 at 
great and eminent per ſon The Students of this. 
cau now, no longer, be ace by by: (killfal'! bid cr 
reſearches, into the laws of. nature! Nor can the 
by bim to the kH edge 7 God, the gres 
pteſeryer of the,uoiverſe!; Fo the ko AE uae 
God, who wich ungerrigg wiſdom, and, infinite Ex $ 
bath ade, laws by Wis $a e e earth 

on 0 


1 6: ] 
on which we dwell, but the fun, moon and ſtars have 
been upheld in being, and preſerved in order and har- 
mony amidſt their various revolutions; and by which 
they will continue to be fo, till time ſhall be no more! 
Thoſe who have been : aſſociated with him in the go- 
verument of this ſociety, and in the direction of its moſt 
important concerns, can no longer be aided Ah his wiſe | 
and judicious counſels ! _ 


—— CA ASS * db 2 


On this occaſion, a 2 paths 4 not to be 
indulged. It would indicate great obduracy of heart, 
and a total inſenſibility of the loſs we have ſuſtained. 
Chriſtianicy. means not to eradicate the human paſſions : 
It only deſigns to moderate, direct and govern them, 
It becomes us all, then, to be deeply affected by this 
ſorrowful diſpenſation of divine Providence. But though 
forrow hath filled our hearts; yet we ought not to ſor- 
row, as others who have no hope. We muſt not give 
way to exceſſive grief, as the Gentiles frequently did, 
who were not favoured with the chriſtian revelation, 
and had no * ſure and certain hope” of a glorious re- 
ſurrection to an happy immortality. + Thanks be to 
God! that life and immortality are brought to light by 
the goſpel.— The great and diſtinguiſhing doctrine of 
our holy religion, the doctrine of life- and immortality 
is now illuſtrated and made plain: The doubts and un ; 
certaimies, in which it was involved, are now diſpelled; 
and to the world evident proof and ſtrict demonſtration 
is now actually given of the certainty of a future life 
and an happy — - Blefſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his 
2bundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; 
Wade b ope of an inheritance, incorraptible, undefiled 
and ry Fe fadeth not away; being reſerved in heaven for 
them, who are kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto ſalvation. 5 

S 


(+ 1] 
\ The portion of ſacred ſcripture, taken for the ſubjedt 


of our meditations at this time, will naturally lead =y 
ro contemplate one of the peculiar privileges; with which 


_ Chriſtians are highly favoured, and by which they are 


diſtinguiſhed, not only from the heathen wore. oy n 
ker ancient Hel. 2%. G1 9 


By the- 0 lively,” or 4 — Rag as * 050 
Th properly bewvifies, to which 'Chriſtians are rege · 
nerated by the reſurrection of . Jeſus Chtiſt from the 
dead, is intended either a hope which makes us lively 
and active“ in the diſcharge of the duties of our 
chriſtian profeſſion, © rejoicing in the hope of the glory 
of God.“ In this ſenſe, the members of Chriſt's ſpit» 
ritual houſe are ſaid to be * living ſtones”; and in the 


fame, we are commanded to offer our bodies, a* living 


ſacriſice.. Or by a * living” hope may be meant an hope 


that giveth life.” Texts are not wanting, There the 


term is uſed in ſuch a ſenſe. Living water” is put for 
water that giveth life. The * living bread,” that came 
down from heaven, was ſuch bread that, if a man did 
eat thereof, he ſhculd live forever. The * lively oracles” 

were thoſe, which if-a man obſerved, he ſhould live by 
them... Or elſe by the “ living hope” muſt be under- 
ſtood the very hope of 1MMORTAL LIFE itfelf. This 
laſt interpretation accords with one, at leaſt, of the ancient 
manuſcripts, the Syriac verſion, and the comment of ſame 
of the Fathers: And it fully expreſſes, as I humbly 


conceive, the ſenſe of the Apoſtle. For, though chriſtians, 


at their natural birth, are born to die; yet, on their being 


regenerated by the goſpel, they are raiſed to the DEI of 
a bleſſed and happy immortality,” | 


The reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, is the 
foundation of this the chriſtian's joyful hope. The Jews, 
while they were under the law, and had no other hopes 
than what they derived from the ſanctions of it, had 

- nothing 


ly 


Fore, through, fear 
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3 esped but death. without weren, when they = 
became willtul - —— As o dhe heathen, they 

Soi All their, life-rime {abject 
$9.boodage., Till ig e from the dead, death #2 


garrupsion, Were ever before mous eyes. 15 perſon 
ever been known to riſe to an immortal life. But as 


God hath raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, and promiſed a 
veſurredionof all men by him; the reſurrection of Chriſt 
becomes to the chriſtian, not only à demonſttation of the 
mighty power of God, but a pledge of the reſurrection 
of all men, and an earneſt of an * inns 
all ch fab berrants of Gd. | pie bas 
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Aben great reaſon, then, i is there Fo our ks g with 
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5 Apgſile, ia bleſfi ler Gag n9d Father or Lond _ 


Chrif,,who, of h es mergy, bath raiſed us 
abs hope qt immortality;. and hat brought 19 light 


bs my meg and. . in ſo clear 
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"2g To Eaorels our winks ihn more deeply. with 1 fea 
i the ohliga non ſwe are under to Gad and the Redeemer 
this,glaxipys diſcovery, Jer us in the firſt place talie 
2 — the beathen dae det we: — * 


Gagne upon it. ede Ghee 
The hesthen, tis hos p23 ſqm ct notion, 5 
Peety general Front, of a Tits och 9 cath. 


atural arguments for. the immoraly of 45 ſoul, = 
of a. moral nature far à future 5 Fa 
when duly conſidered, arg. of great wi ath- theſ 


kinds of arguments, however, have 920 treated, gs 


chriſtian, philoſophers aud divines in @ manner vaſtly 
perior to what had ever been done hy the moſt emingar 
Kan ed yay Mee r enen t. 
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I bas been clearly evinced that water, however edi 
fied, ſo far as we are capable of judging from its known 
properties, is incapable; of thought; That a 7 
compounded of {innumerable parts, cannot be the ſubject 
of an individual conſcioulpels,: That intellect and will 
are of a nature, entirely different from carporeal figure 
and motion: And that the; ſublime faculties of the .hu- 
man mind, by which it, bas à power of. : above ma- 
terial and temporal objects, and contemplating things 
divine and ſpiritual, afford a ſtrong preſumption that he 
ſoul is of a vature, quite different from the body; and 


that the ſoul may coptinue. ea ra —_ is 


ts in the duſt. * gage 
Whey ue add 10 FE N go e ad- 


| prebenſions of a future ſtate, that ate ſo natural io the 


human mind, which are not to be diſcerned in any of the 
inferior animals; the preſumption grows ſtronger, that 
the author of our nature deſigned we ſhould be governed 
_ the re fears of a world to come. For it can- 


1141 


ie and formed us to de governed by 4 lie. 


1; IP 0 
13 — a F date of retribution, 

drawn from the ſeemingly unequal diſpenſations of Pro- 

vidence, give very great additional force to theſe reaſqu- 
ugs. For, how can we, otherwiſe, reconcile the many 


eyils aud calamities, to which the beſt, of men are ollen 


ſubjefted in this life, with, the infinite benꝑvolence gf 


the Deity ? Or, can we reconcile it * bis uuerxi 


wiſdom, that many of the vileſt - and. molt abandoned. 


mankind ſhould continue to han, in enten co to che 


ery end ot their Mae 


641 It 


e notxitbſlanding, that from theſe. reaſooings we 
wat be apt to conclude, t hat the preſent. is not ihe 


B only 


1 


4. 


Aly life, for which man is defigned; and that there wil! 
Se a ſuture ſtate of retribution, in which the virtuous 
and good wil be amply rewarded, and the vicious and 
wicked properly puniſhed: Vet, it muſt be confeſſed 
that there are difficulties on the other ſide, which, if men 
were left to themſelves, without the aſſiſtance of divine 
revelation, might raiſe doubts in their minds, and very 
much weaken the bene or this great a wr fs orphan 
truth. 95 * 5500 e al 


ame 3.1 1 l ' FL. 


Hobeteg the belief of the imer 9 1 — 
and a future ſtate of exiſtence, obtained in the earlieſt 
ages, of which we have any notice in hiſtory, It equally 

vailed in the barbarous and in the civilized nations. 

that a celebrated infidel of modern times hath been 
forced to acknowledge, that * the doctrine of the ĩimmor- 
* tality of the foul, and a future ſtate of tewards and 
puniſhments, began to be taught before we have any 


4 light into antiquity. And when we begin to have any, 


« we find it eſtabliſhed : That it was ſtrongly inculcated 
from times immemorial, and as early as the moſt a ancient 
and learned narions rer to us. 


11 $3438 [336 $f: 4 


The moſt probable account to be given, of the great 
' antiquity and univerſal prevalence of theſe opinions, is 
that they were part of the primitive religion, communi- 


"cated by divine revelation to the firſt parents of man- 


Kind: And that from them, they were conveyed, by 
tradition, to their poſterity through their various diſ- 
perſions. For how: ons and eaſy ſoe ver we may ſup- 
Pole it to be, that mankind ſhould, by their hopes and 
fears, or by à conſideration of the noble powers and 
faculties of the human mind, be led to conclude that 
they were immortal and accountable; yet we find in fact 
that theſe opinions were embraced by the people at large, 
before ever their wiſe men aud philoſophers had made 
them the ſabjeR of their diſquiſitions. 5 
rom 


one whole ſect of philoſophers, that the; foul died with + 


[ 7 IF: ] [ 


From whatever ſouree theſe opinions were derived: 


it might reaſonably have been hoped, that à doctrine ſo 
uſeful to mankind, aud ſo conſonant to right reaſon, 


would have acquired new ſtrength, in thoſe ages when 


learning and philoſophy came to be cultivated. The 

fact, however, was otherwiſe. For many of the philo- 

ſophers,, who pretended to more wiſdom and penetration 

than the vulgar, quitted the ancient traditions. Aud 

while they affected to be guided by the pure dictates of 

reaſon, they rejected the doctrine of the immortality of 

the ſoul and a future ſtate; exploding both one and the : 
other as vulgar errors, unworthy to be embraced by 

men of ſenſe. And it hath been the profeſſed tenet ac 


the body. Others, indeed, who did not run that length. 
repreſent the doctrine as altogether uncertain, and as 
not having any ſolid foundation to ſupport it. So various 
and contradictory were their ſentiments concerning the 
nature of the ſoul, that no concluſive arguments met 
be deduced. from them, in proof of its N Iv 


This is 2. juſt repreſentation of the ſentiments — aue 
claſs of the greateſt, ſages. of antiquity, : But ibis not- 
withſtanding, there were others among the ancients, 
who were ready, to catch at every thing that bore the 
leaſt ſhadow of an argument, in order to confirm (heir. 
belief in a point ſo intereſting and important. 5 jib 


Pronagonas has the honour to be' enrolled among 
the moſt eminent and ancient of the philoſophers, who ' 
profeſſed to believe and teach the immortality of the. 
ſoul. But his doctrine on this head dots not Well accord 
with a ſtate of future rewards and puniſhments. 


gk Fr > 
1 we” 


SocrATEs believed the immortality. of the ſoul ad 

a future ſtate, and endeavoured in an argumentative 

manner to prove their reality. His ſentimems on this 

head are fully repreſented by his diſciple „ 
2 


HY ws on, 


1231) ; 


. 
the secount he has given of the diſcourſe Soc RATES 
had with his friends on the laſt: day of his life. In con- 
verſatiou wich thoſe who viſited him at that time, he 
declared that, did he not think that he was going to the 
wiſe and good Gods, and to men who: had departed this 
life and were better than thoſe who were then living 
ou the earth it would be wrong in him not to be troubled 
at the proſpect of death. But know aſſuredly, faid he 
* to his friends, that I hope L am now going to good 
„men; THOoUοH THIS I WOULD NOT TAKE UPON | } 
© ME PEREMPTORILY TO ASSERT: But that' go 
© ro the Gods, Lords that are abſolutely good, this, 
* if I can affirm any thing of this kind, I would cerraioly 
e affirm. Aud for this reaſon I do not take it ill that 
| „Jam to die, as otherwiſe I ſhould do; but am in good 
it hope that there is ſomething remaining for thoſe that 
4 * are dead; and that (as hath been ſaid” of old) it will 
if Ihen be moch better for good than for bad men.“ 
q The happineſs to be enjoyed in a future fate, he re- 
i garded as the ſpecial privilege of thoſe pet ſons only, 
| who had a ſtrong thirſt after knowledge, and had addicted 
| themſelves to philoſophy. Witk reſpect to the bulk of 
mankind, he held the Amir of ſouls. Thoſe of 
the vicious, after having hovered a while in a diſcon- 
folate conditiod arbünd the ſepuſchres of the dead, he 
apprehetded would 'paſs We e bodies of animals of 
like diſpoſitidns with themſelves. Per ſons, whe were 
not Philoſophers, 188855 had K Juſtice and 1055 
perahce, ed would indulg ed with t 
vilee, ae pede ing the bodice of RN EY 11 
. ſaperior aſs; * "of, at, moſt, of returbiog ain, tö th t 
Jabours aud ſortqus of a mortal life —How weak mult 
theſe motives have been eſteemed by the bulk öf ma- 


2 


king? What little. iofluence muſt they bare pA, to 
eatgree. the praQice, of virtue, when, che faichfal di. 
0 AE. WR ee a We el 15 
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difficulties! ? How weak and ineffectual muſt have been 
his diffuaſive ftom vice, when the moſt the wicked bad 


to dread was their being thruſt into the bodies of ani- 


mals ſuited to their ow natures; in which they would 


have an opportunity of gratifying their „Aeg afipetites> 


10 the fall? Cu 


When SockargEs made div apology to hab judges. 
he expreſſed his hope that it would be better for him, 
that he was to be put to death. He told his judges; as; 
Cicero repreſents. it, Id unum cogitare verum eſſe, nec 


g 2 euiquam bono mali quicquam evenire poſſe, nec vivo 


nec mortuo; 3 dec unquam ejus res a Diis immortalibus 
« negligentur.” This one thing, ſaid he, ought do be 
conſidered as a certain truth, that no evil can befal a 

man, either in life or in death, neither ſhall bu. ae 
ever be neglected by the immortal Gods. Is not this 
the utmoſt hope, to which man can ever attain, by the 
mere light of reaſon, without the aid of divine revelation 4 


What hos been ſaid of Socks may, with pro- 
priety, be applied to his molt eminent difeiple PAT O. 


The dialogues, in which he introduces his maſter diſcourſ- 
ing concerning the immortality of the ſoul and 2 future; 
ſtate; are-juſtly regarded as containing his own ſentiments. 

2 rom them, as well as his other diſcourſes, it plainly 


s that he not only endea voured to convince others 


of! che immortality of the ſoul; and a: ſtate of ſuture, - 


rewards and puniſhments, but he had à ſtrong expecta- 
tion of them Hinnſelf, But it ought to be remembered 


that neither he, nor bis maſter, ſo much as pretend to 


have diſcovered theſe importadpt. truths, merely by the 
force of their own: reaſon... On the contrary, they 
frequently repreſent theſe things as matters of very 
abcient tradition, which they endeavoured to ſupport and 


ſtrengthen ty rational arguments. It muſt be further 


obſerved, that, though both of them believed, in general, 


tere * * a difference made in à future ſtate 
between 


} 


(4 7 


+ OREN good and bad men, the one rewarded, and the 


| other puniſhed, in a greater or leſs degree; yet by 


ſometimes mixing the doctrine of the tranſmigration of 
ſouls, and at others by talking very waveringly and un- 
certainly about them, they greatly obſcured the doctrines 
themſelves, and weakened the arguments they had ad- 
duced in proof of them. And it is worthy remark, that 
though many ſefts of philoſophers profeſſed to derive 
their original from Socz ares, yet few of them taught 
the immortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate of retri- 
bution, as doctrines of their ſchools. Many of them 
treated theſe en as matters of abſolute Uncertainty. 


. Ciczxo. may juſtly be numbered among the moſt 
eminent of the ancients, who endeayoured to prove the 
immortality of the ſoul. He does it not only in ſome 
few detached paſſages of his works, but has attempted 
the proof at large, in one of the moſt valuable pieces of 
antiquity. He argues it from the nature of the ſoul, 
and from its uncompounded and indiviſible eſſence, which 
is quite different from any material elements; from the 
wonderful powers and faculties of the ſoul, which have 
in them ſomething divine, aud incompatible with ſluggiſh 

matter; and from the ardent thirſt after immortality, 
natural to the human mind, which is moſt conſpicuous 
in thoſe perſons, who, by their reſearches after know- 
ledge, are the moſt exalted above the common level of 
mankind. In expectation of this deſireable event, he 
felicitated himſelf with the proſpect of enjoying, in a 
future ſtate, the A. and friendſhip of thoſe 
worthies, who had acted their part on the ſtage of life, 
with honour to themſelves and great benefit to the public. 
A proſpect of theſe things occaſioned him to expreſs, 
with rapture, this his joyful expectation. O præelarum 
diem! ſays he in his treatiſe concerning old age, cum 


Yad illum divinum animorum concilium cœtumque pro- 


«-fieiſcar | cumque ex hac turba et colluvione diſceJam } 
« Proficiſear enim non ad cos folum viros, de quibus ante 
. 


JJ 
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e dixi; ſed ad Catonem meum, quo nemo vir melior natus 


« eſt, nemo pietate præſtantior!ꝰ O auſpicious day! when 
I (hall depart from the mixed multitude here below, and 
aſcend to the divine aſſembly and councils of unembodied 
ſpirits ! For I ſhall then aſcend not only co thoſe eminent 
perſons, of whom I have been ſpeaking, but to my friend 
CaT o himſelf! the moſt excellent and pious perſon, 
that ever was born !-— But this joyful expectation, 
founded on his fond defires, appears not to have been 


ſupported by ſuch cogent arguments, as fully convinced 
bim, that the ſouls of men would actually be immortal. 


While writing on the ſubject, he evidently appears to be 
highly gratified with the proſpect of the happineſs to be 


1 enjoyed after death. But notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction 


he received from contemplating the ſubject, and though 
he had endeavoured to eſtabliſh the truth of the doctrine, 
by the moſt concluſive arguments he had any acquain- 


tance with; yet he plainly difcovers that his mind did 


not reſt fully ſatisfied by any of the arguments which 
had been alledged by him. For he ſoon goes on to 
ſay; Quod sI IN HOC ERRO, QUOD- ANIMOS IM- 
„ MORTALES ESSE CREDAM, LUBENTER ERRO: 
Nec mihi hunc errorem, quo delector, dum vivo, ex- 
„ torqueri volo. SIN MOR Tus, ut quidem minuti 
* philoſophi cenſent, NI HIL SENTIAM; non vereor. 
* ne hunc errorem meum mortui philoſophi irrideant.“ 
— But if 1 am miſtaken, in thinking that the ſouls of 
men are immortal, I am very willing to remain under 
the miſtake. I am determined never to ſuffer this delu- 
ſion to be wreſted from me. But if in fact it ſhould 
prove the caſe, that death reduces me to a ſtate of perfect 
inſenſibility, as ſome little philoſophers ſuppoſe, I am not 


apprehenſive of being derided by them, after death bath 


alſo annihilated them. After all their reaſonings on 
the ſubject, it is very evident that the moſt ſtrenuous 
ad vocates, among the ancients, for the immortality of the 
ſoul and a future ſtate of retribution, did not pretend 

bl ang | to 
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| 667 abſolute certain about theſe ſubjedts· Ja all. 


their diſputations and diſcourſes, which were deſigned 
to fortify themſelves, or others, agaiuſt the fear of 
death zu as alſo in all their conſolatory diſcourſes on the 
death of. deceaſed. friends, they proceeded on one of 


| theſe alternatives: That death is either a tranſlation 


to a better ſtate; or an utter extinction of being ;. or, at 
leaſt, 2 ſtate of. inſenſibiliiy. With this conſideration 
even SOCRATES, comforted himſelf. under the proſpect 
of death. In like manner, CIcERO“s whole diſcourſe, 
Which, was written with the profeſſed deſigu of fortifying 


men againſt the fear of death, turus on this alternative: 
Si ſupremus ille dies non extinctionem, ſed commuta-- 
[i tionem .adfert loci, quid optabilius? Sin autem peri- 


mit c delet omnino, quid melius quam in mediis ,vite 
« Jaboribus obdormilcere, et ita conviventem ſomno 
«,conſopiri ſempiterno 7'— That if the day of our death 
brings not with it an extinction of our being, but only a 

change of our abode, nothing can be more deſireable: 
But if it abſolutely deſtroys and puts an end to our 
very exiſtence, what can be better than, amidft the la- 


bours and 3 of this le to 56ſt; in profonnd, god 


Arpa ſleep? 7 ee % 


Theſe were the en Soloist with ich 
thoſe perſons, who Were not favoured wich a divige 
Tevelation, were able to ſupport themſelves under the 
ſorrows and calamities of life! Ayd by theſe cotifidera- 
tions alone were 1 able to fortify themſelves agaiuſt 
the natural fear of death! Eternal life was not, by auy 
of the ancient philoſophers, ſo much as ever deemed to be 


the great reward of every holy and righteobs, petfon. 


With reſpe& to the reſurreftiog of the dead, none of 


thoſe who profeffed to (believe the immortality of the 


ſoul, had ſo much as the leaſt expeQation' of it. Some 
of the ancient philoſophers ſtiled the body HE PRISON 


OF "THE SOUL, and cheught it a great hiadrance 10 
knowledge 
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i. knowledge and virtue. They accordingly eſteemed the 


hope of a reſurrection viLe, ABOMINABLE, and 1M- 


' PpoSSIBLE; an hope fitter for woxMs than for men. 
And when ST. PAUL preached JEsus and the RESUR- 
\ - RECTION at Athens, ſome Epicurean and Storc philo- 


ſophers encountered bim; and in deriſion enquired, 
WHAT WILL.THIS BABBLER SAT? 


Let vs now ſhift the ſcene, and take a curſory view 
of God's ancient people the Jews. Whatever could be 
learned of a future ſtate by the mere light of unaſſiſted 
reaſon, that and much more was known to them. 
Enocn and EL1jan had been trauſlated without ſeeing 
death. This travflation' was the teſtimony of Heaven, 
reſpeQing the divine acceptance of theſe holy perſons, 
Concerning Ex oc n, it is expreſsly afferted in the maſaic 
hiſtory, that he waLKeD wits Gop. For this rea- 
ſcn Gop Took Him to himſelf; and thereby gave to 
the antediluvian world evident proof of his approbation 


of virtue and piety ; as alſo, of the reality of a future 
ftate of recompence. ll e 
this teſtimony, that he pleaſed God.” The paſſages, 
however, of the Old Teſtament, in which a future ſtare - 
of exiſtence is revealed, are comparatively but few, and 


„Before his tranflation, he had 


tnoſe but thinly ſcattered in ſome particular parts of it. 
Many of theſe are covered with ſo much © obſcurity, 


that they are capable of a different interpretation, and 


have accordingly been actually interpreted of temporal 


promiſes by ſome learned and pious Chriſtians. The 


ſanctions of the moſaic law reſpected only the things of 


this life. For that reaſon, one whole ſect among the 


Jews, namely, the SaDDucEts, did not believe the 


reality of a future ſtate of recompenſe : They went fo 


far as to deny the very exiſtence, either of angels or 
ſpirits But though their ſentiments were far from being 
adopted by the A of the people; and though 


BE 
Vo ae Wes Witt ke hoy Fir) be ibterfen tab 
"ome paſliges of the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtameut, yer 
there are other paſſages, and thoſe expreſſive of the ſeu- 
timents of perſons remarkable for their piety, which at 
firſt view would ſeem ſtrongly to militate againſt an in- 
"termediare; or final ſtate of retribution. * The dead, 
fays the Pſalmiſt, caonor praiſe thee, neither avy that go 


|: down into ſilence.” King HEzExIan, in his ſong of 
= | thankſgiving, after recovery from a dangerous, ſickneſs, 
| expreſſes. theſe; ſentiments. © The. graye cannot praiſe 
| O Lord; they that go down to the pit cannot hope 
[ in thy truth.“ And holy Jos, in the anguiſh of his 
| ſpirit, and in the bitterneſs, of his ſoul, complained, that 
[| as the cloud is conſumed, and vaniſheth away; ſo he, that 
l| goeth down to the grave, ſball-comE uy NO MORE.“ 
. „ abit: 1 . 
| But blefſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, thar, by the Goipel, the veil is drawn back; which 
| in ſo great a manner hid the future world from the eyes 


— — — — — 


199 


. this important doctrine. Re 5 
Tbe Scriptures of :he New: Teſtament do aſſute us, 


in the moſt explicit manner, that © God now commandeth 
all men every where to repent; becauſe he hath appointed 
a 


— 


L 


a day in which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 


by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath. 


iven aſſurance unto all men, in that he.bath raiſed him 
From the dead.“ Ar that time © God will render to 
every man according to his deeds: To them who by 
patient continuance in 'well-doing, ſeek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality ; eternal lite: But unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and wrath.“ Tribulation 
ard anguiſh' will be the portion of every man that .doth 
evil: But glory, honour and peace will be the reward of 
every one that worketh good; © for there ĩs no reſpect of 
perſons with God.” “ When the Lord Jeſus ſhall de- 
ſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 


| Archangel; and with the trump of God, the dead in Chriſt 


ſhall riſe.” And then that which was ſown' ifcorruption 
will be raiſed in incorruption: That which was fown in 
diſhonour will be raiſed in glory : Thar which was ſown 
in weakneſs will be raiſed in power : That which was 
fown a natural body will be raifed a ſpiritual body! And 


when the dead are raiſed, thoſe who remain alive will be 


caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air. And both one and the other 
* will be ever with the Lord,” 


When the ſaints are raiſed up to "gloty, they will be 
freed from every thing that gave them trouble and ſor- 
row in this life: They will be put imo the poſſeſſion 
of as much happineſs as they are qualified to enjoy: 
They will no longer ſee as through a glaſs darkly ; but 
the great myſteries of Creation, Providence and Redemp- 
tion will be laid fully open to their view : And this will 
fill them with adoring admiration of the divine power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs, which are made manifeſt by all 
the works of God. They will then commence inhabi- 
tants of Mount Sion, the heavenly Jeruſalem,"the city of 
the living God: They will be admitted to the preſence - 
of an innumerable company of Angels; to the general 


C 2 al:mbly. 
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aſſembly and church of the firſt-born ; to Jeſus the me. 


diator of the new covenant ; and to God, the judge of all. 
They will be completely happy i in celebrajing the praiſes 
of God and the Lamb for ever and ever, | 


Bleſſed be the God 17 Faber of our tne Sid 


Chriſt, who according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 4 


gotten us again to a ſively hope, by the reſurrection of 


Jeſus Chriſt from the dead! To the hope of an inheri- 


tance, incorruptible, undefiled. and that fadeth not away! 
being reſerved in heaven for them, who are kept by the 
7 15 of God, through faith, unto ne 


Tbeſe mn my young friends, were n 
by the death of our chriſtian philoſopher. A long ac- 


quaintance with DR. WINTHROP hath fully convinced 
me, that he eſteemed “ divine revelation,” the only 


foundation, on which. © che hope of immortality” can be 
firmly ſupported. For that reaſon I have made choice 
of the hope of immortality,” as the moſt ſuitable for 
a religious improvement of his death. In handling this 
ſubject, I have endeavoured, notwithſtanding my brevity, 
to {tate the natural and moral arguments for a future 


ſtate in their full ſtrength. From what the moſt re- 


nowned ſages of antiquity have tranſmitted on this very 
intereſting and important ſubject, it piainly appears that 


none of them reſted fully ſatisfied with any of che argu- 


ments they were able ro adduce in ſupport of a doctrine, 
which they were deſirous of placing on a firm foundation, 
Their minds were beclouded with fearful apprehenſions 
* of falling inte nought.” The only conſolation, with 


which they could ſupport themſelves under the proſpect 


of death, was that death would, either introduce them io 
an abode of happineſs ; or elſe put an END TO THEIR 
VERY EXISTENCE ——that they ſhould reſt in PR o- 
FOUND AND ETERNAL SLEEP, —- Blefled be God! 


Life aud Immortality are n to light by the Goſpel. 


It 


| x Ba. 
| | It may, perhaps, be expected that T ſhould, on this 
occaſion, attempt to delineate the features of your late 5 
; * philoſophical iaſtructor. But inſtead of drawing his por- 


trait anew, I ſhall take the freedom to copy one, which 
has already been exhibited to public view: A portrait, in 


* 4 which, 1 thiak, there is a aut though Faint ee 
= of che great original,” | 

5 Docron Wr n eh * having ceived the n; 
! 2} honours of this Society, was in 1738 feated in the Pro- 
e feſſoc's chair; being then but in the 24th year of his age. 


Ins a very ſhort time, the accuracy of his aſtronomical ob- 
2? fervations ſpread his fame through Europe, and demon- 
firared the Pane of the appointment His intellec- 


| | * tual 
a KF £ odor Winthrop v was * in 8 05 on che 2 of T 
y 1714. He departed this life, on the zd of May 1779. On the 
| Saturqzy following, the funeral ſolemnities were attended by a 
C YT 'numerdus and reſpectable aſſembly. The Corps, preceeded by 
1 the Governors and Students of the College, was borne into the 
rr _ Meetiog-Houſe; where Mr. Profeſſor Sewall delivered an ele- 
"— Peel Englith Oration on the melancholy occaſion. The reverend 
1 reſident prayed, and the Students ſung a well adapted Anthem. 
Ys | A ſolemnity appeared in every countenance, expreſſive of the 
fe 7 ” efteemand by ect borne to the deceaſed, and of the moſt un- 
„ feigned — for the loſs of ſo eminent and worthy a perſon- 
'y I Extract ef a letter to the Doctor from one of the Secretaries to 
ae {| the Royal Society, dated London, Auguft zoth 1748. 
u- * Sir, The Royal Society were greatly pleaſed with your obſerva- 
9 tion of the tranſit of Mercury over the Sun April 21, 1740, 
E110 * and with your other communications, for which I am defired 
D. to return you their thanks, and to beg of you the continuance 
ns * of your obſervations.— I am glad to find the Holliſian Chair 
th 940 well filled, particularly as I knew Mr. Hollis the founder of 
ect e the Profeſſorſhip ; and as you enjoy it, being one of that illuſ- 
_ * trious family ſo eminent in the hiſtory of New-England.“ 


TY F In the year 1940, happened a tranſit of the Planet Mercury over 
the Sun's diſc, viſible in the American hemiſphere. Dr. Win- 
f THROP, then in the ſecond year of his Profeſſorſhip, obſerved it 
d with an accuracy, for which he w = 4 The obferva- 
vel. ies SER iN e 
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tual powers enabled him to penetrate the moſt difficult 
branches of ſcience. His attention was upremitted, -and. 
bis acquiſitions proportionate. Beſides an intimate, ac-, 
quaintance with the whole circle of ſeſence. he gained 
great knowledge 0 Prue; of the modern languages of: 


Europe, and was critically ſkilled in the moſt eminent of 


antiquity ; eſpecially thoſe in which the ſacred ſcriptures. 
were originally written. In theſe ſcriptures he took great 
delight, and bis dying teſtimony was fully in favour! of 
their authenticity and diyine original. The day preceed- 
ing hls death he; expreſſed himſelf, in the following man- 
ner. I view religion as a matter of very great impor- 
« tance. The wiſe men of antiquity ſet themſelves to work 
«to; prove the reality of a future ſtate. ITbey catched, at 
« gygry thing which had the ſhadow of probability. They 
gave a degree of plauſibility to the arguments. The 

. were fenſible of the need they ſtood i of ſuch a Joc- 


tine. In oppoſition to the wiſe men of antiquity, the 
« wiſe men of modern times have employed. their abilities 


in undermining every argument, in favour of immor- 


«'rality, and in weakening the only hope thay; can ſuſtain 


&' us. But the light thrown on this matter by the glo- 
« rious golpel, with me, amounts to demonſtration. The 
6 * haps that is a before us in the new teſtament, is the 


18 | 12 | peſt. 


tions were ance? to the Royal 35857 of PORE by 
N. honorable notice. was taken of them and their author. whom 
are recorded inthe xL11 Vol. of the Tranſactions of that, Society. 
pectful mention is alſo made of them in the Memoirs of the 
oyal Academy of Sciences at Paris, for the FFT 1756, as wok 
. pears from the following extract. 


Le 2 Mai 1740, à Cambridge dans FR acti 8 


M. Winthrop obſetva Mercure ſur le Soleil; ſuppoſant la diffe- 
rence des Meridiens-4* 53', comme M. de bilde me ba commu- 
niquee, le temps moyen de la conjonction vraie à Paris fut la 2 , 
Mai à 10h 36 35 / du ſoir, la latitude géocentrique 1459“; 


4 ainſi le lien du Soleil etant 1 124 430 19%, le lieu du nœud eſt 


15 1515 0%, moins avance de 5, 55“ que dans les Tables 
de M. Halley.” I. N 46 


1 wh 
„ bly thing that will ſupport 4 man in his dying hour. 


« If any man bu d on any other e in N "Rs 
6  henſion, his foutidation will fail,” * 


By the holy feriptures the Dias: rites his life 
and converſation, aid his manners wert amiable in pro. 


THE 


portion to the attentiꝭn he'beſtowed upon them. In evety 
department of life he fuſtained the character of the Gen- 
tleman, the Philoſopher, and the Chrifffan. In frequent 
and diſtreſſing ſickneſs, no complaint ever came from his 
lips. He ſupported himſelf with manly fortitude, and a 
ſober, ſerenity, which, chriſtianity alone could inſpire. 


The Royal Society in London, the Ph iloſophical Society 


id Philadelphia, the Univerſity at Edinburgh, and that in 


this Place, conferred on him the higheſt literary honours. 


Aud the legiſlature of this State teſtified their ſenſe of his 
political abilities, aud inflexible” integrity, by repeatedly” 
placing him at the Council Board, when the N of iis 


Aae, were forceably invaded, 


Deſcended from a line of Atera wil St A 
the reformation from Popery, had rendered themſelves 
illuſtrious: by their Wege to mn 


- = 2 — * 
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f Tie Dodtor' 8 1 was as 0.60 | 


[7 Adam Winthrop, Eſq; Serjeant at Law, Id. and i Pan of 
Groton in, Suffolk, his eldeſt Son Was, 
2. Adam Winthrop, Eq; Maſter of Trinity-Hall, Cambridge an 
Vice-Chancellor of that Univerſity, His eldeſt Son was 
E5 Adam Winthrop, Eſq; of Groton, his eldeſt Jon was, 
4. John Winthrop, Eſq; of Groton, afterwards Governor of the 
® Colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, who was born tlie 12th of June 
158), and died at Boſton the 26th of March 16% His 
fourth Son Was, + 1 
| 8. Adam Winthrop, Eſq; one of the Council, * eldeſt Son was, 
6. Adam When Ei oO one of the Counci He died Auguſt 
1700. His eldeſt Son was, 
1 . Adam. Winthrop. Eſq; one. of the Council. He died October 
28, 1743. His Tecond Son was, © 
8. The deceaſed Profeſſor, 
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by, he inherited their virtues. He was uniformly an advo- 
cate for the fulleſt, liberty of conſciencs in all matters 


purely religious. And on all occahons be ſtrenuouſly 


maintained what he juſtly eſteemed, the ke Htg of his 
country. For the integrity of his conduct, while a Coun- 


cellor, he was honoured with a frown from the Britiſh: 
Sovereign. That frown he eſſeemed the. greateſt honour 
which a corrupt Court could beſtow. | When the Britiſh 
authority ceaſed in Dore, | his ee re-aſiared him 


at che Council Board. 


A WInrulob, a BorL E and a NEW ox, who have 


each immortalized their names by their philoſophical re- 


ſearches and diſcoveries, have all been led, by obſerving. 
and contemplating the order and harmony of the natural 
world, to admire and adore the infinite power, unerringh, | 


wiſdom and boundleſs beneficence of its great author. 
Upon ſurveying the mera! world, each of theſe great phi- 


loſophers have diſcovered a mighty chaſm, which caunor 


be filled, but on the admiſſion of a future ſtate of retribu- 
tion. The chriſtian revelation fills up this mighty chaſm, 


and fully demonſtrates. that both the natural aud the 
moral world, are under the ſame infinitely wiſe oeconomy. 


A critical examination of the evidence of the divine 
original and authenticity of thoſe ſcriptures which we 


eſteem ſacred, hath fully convinced each of theſe emi- 


nent Philoſophers, that thoſe {criptures had no one for 
their author, but God alone. | {is 


May God of his infinite mercy bean, that the ſame 
concluſion may be the happy reſult of your reſearches; 


and that your lives may be ſo influenced by 3 bope 
of the goſpel, that you all may be made meet for, aud at 


laſt be received to glory, honor and , Au EN. 
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The ſollowiogs Portrait of the Doftor was drawn by a 
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Gentleman of Eminence in an adjacent State, and 
commuuicated to a Friend at Boſton. 17 
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4c T LAMENT, with Harvard-College, and the whcle Republic 
I of Letters, the death of, that moſt learned and excellent 
man, the great Profeſſor WINTHROP: But he has ſerved his 
generation honorably and faithfully by the will of God, and has 
exhibited a noble literary character during the forty years of his 


profeſſorſhip, for the inntation of his ſucceſſors and poſterity. He 


was a ſtar of the frſt magnitude. He had a perfect knowledge of 
his pro feſſion. I have taken pains, for the gratification of my own 
curioſity, to enquue nts the characters of the moſt eminent literati 
now. flouriſhing thro' Europe; and among others, the greareſt Ma- 
thematicians; Phalsſophers and Aſtronomers —particularly the pro- 
feſſors in the Britiſh: unlveiſities, and in the univerfities of France 


And Italy, Spain and Germany. I have enquired into the degree of 


their attainments, and examined into the extent of their literature; 
and I believe that Dr. Wix r HRO ſurpaſſed the moſt, if not all of 
them; and that he has ſcarcely. left his equal. In ſome particular 
things. as in the e/c&rical branch of experimental philoſophy, others 


may have gone beyoi.d him: but, he had digeſted many profound 


reſearches of which other capital profeſſors were ignorant, or had 
but a general idea. He had perfectly maſtered the mbſt abſtruſe 


reaſonings of Ne:awton's Principia; he had digeſted and entirely 


familiariſed the whole erudition of that prince of philoſophers; and 


all the world knows, there ate but few of whom this can be ſaid in 
the preſent day. The taſte for mathematical and philoſophical 
learning ran high the latter end of the laſt, and the beginning of the 
preſent century. But dhe conſtellation, contemporary with Venvtor, 
is no more. Their ſucceſſors content themſelves with familiariſing 


the diſcoveries of Meilen to the capacities of children, petit 


maitres and ladies; and thoſe who have but a ſuperficial acquaintance 
with the elements of mathematics. An elegant ard entertaining 
' tourle of experimental philaſaphy now takes place of thoſe. deep 
and great ratiocinia on the laws of nature; to underſtand which, 
great knowledge in mathematics is neceſſary. There are indeed 


thoſe who go greater lengths; but what I would is this— that 


few purſue thoſe ſtudies to the extent to which they were proſe- 
— 2 eee 8 ia 3 . 1 pt : cated 
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cuted by Flemflead and Halley The "og > literati pr Mt: of 
Jurpaſs their predeceſſors in the belles, lesen. But as to mathe- 
malici, natural philoſophy: and aftronomiy, toto a great degree 
ſtill remaining, yet are they manifeſtly declining and growing into 
deſuetude. I hope for the revival of this, as well as the c/afjical, 
and other kinds of literature now too much neglected, and that the 
learned world will be yet again blefled with it's Vhiſtens and Saun- 
" derſons, i it's Halleys and it's Winthropr, inſtead of it's Warringe, 
Fheelers, and other half improved geniuſes, of whom it _ be 
ſaid, as of the poet's lines- OY 
Lord, Fanny ſpins a thouſand ſuch a day.” 7 
* Dr. WixTHROP had amaſſed a vaſt treaſure of Wenden nt 
wiſdom. He was not only excellent in his own profeſſion, but he 
was a general and univerſal ſcholar. 1 know of no part of acade- 
mical literature with Which ke was not wel} acquainted. He was 
certainly well ſkilled in the three learned languageg he wrote /atin 
with purity and elegance, and few ſurpaſſed him in hebr.wv—and it 
is ſaid, he was verſed in ſeveral modern Europgan- languages. He 
" underſtood the theology of the three firſt centuries, for he had read 
"almoſt all the fathers. He was acquainted with the ſpirit of laws, 
Had a good general idea of the jus civile, and the law of nature 
and nations. He had deeply ſtudied the policies of antiquity, and 
modern kingdoms, republics and empires. He had examined the 
_Philofo pby, the wiſdom and literature of Egypt, Chaldea and 
Athens; and had weighed; as in a balance, the literary characters . 
from Thale, to Nowton. He not only treaſured up the knowledge 
of others, but by an effort and penetration of genius, he could 
 eriginate knowledge. From a falling ſtone in a garden, Newton 
| by a flaſh of rote ſaw, and reaſoned out the power that contained a 
in her orbit the nocturnal moon taen ſhining over him, and illumi- g 
"nating his nightly. contemplations. By an effort of genius, Franklin , 
: . Inveſtigates the pointed electrical rods, and Eliot the art of makit 
Lend iron, as did Harvey and Bradly the circulation of blood, yd 
che aberration of light. By a fimilar effort of genius, Doctor 
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1 |. Winthrop ſaw, and demonſtrated the quantity of matter in the 
1. neucleus of a comet, from the diameter of it's capillitium, in' a 4 
iP | theory grand and entirely his own, a theory and inveſtigation . 
x Which will be approved and admired by future aſtronomers, and 
Y immortalize it's author beyond any of his other labors Rut 
PAS ©” Whither does my pen carry me? in "admiring one of the lights ofl / 
lr] the univerſe ! * vod 2 N 
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4 ELEGY on the lie Profeſſor WINTHROP. 


| By a Gentleman, pre his Pupil,  » 


E Sons of Ha RVARD! ! who by Winthrop rwghe, 
Can travel round each planetary ſphere; 


And, wing'd with his rapidity of thought, P 
Trace all the movements of the rolling year; 
Dcop on his urn the tribute of a tear. 


{ 1 whom the love of Geometry inſpir'd, 


o chaſe co Foy Science through each winding maze ; 
Whoſe breaſts were with Newtonian ardor fir'd, 
Catch'd by his ſparks, and kindled at his blaze: 

In grateful ſighs, ejaculate his praiſe. 2% 


Ve philoſophic ſouls ! whoſe thoughts can trace , 


The wonders of the archit <Q divine, 
Through depths beneath —ofer nature's verdant face, 
Where metęors play—where conſtellations ſhine ; 


Heaye the deep groag—anid mix your tears with mine. 


Ye tepants of the happy ſeats above 
Welcome this late inhabicant of clay, 

From hoſtile factions, to the realms of love, 
Where he may baſk in everlaſting day. 

Ye kindred ſpirits waft him in his way. 


When in their ſockets, ſuns ſhall blaze their laſt ; 
Their fuel waſted, and extin& their light: 
And worlds, torn piecemeal by the final blaſt, 
Subſide in chaos and eternal night: 

He till ſhall ſhine 

In youth divine, 
And ſoaring on cherubic wing, 
Shall like an ardent Seraph blaze, n 


And in unceaſing raptures, to his maker s praiſe, 
Eternal Hallelujahs ſing. 


bs... 
Sa 


4 


0 


AP . E M D 1 X. wor Y 


i 


r 


* 


2 
4 
4 
a 
- 
/ 


2 As: 


. 


